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ing at various places on the way. Most of the
long journey was done by rail and boat, but it
finished with a march of 134 miles in a week,
which proved that the men had been kept in
hard condition. The whole Force, 13,000
strong,1 was assembled at Ras-el-Hudi, 15
miles up the Atbara, about the same time that
Mahmud reached the same river 20 miles
higher up.
The Sirdar hoped and expected that the
Dervishes would advance to attack in the open.
An attempt was made to draw them out by
cavalry reconnaissance. Mahmud, however,
had decided to stand on the defensive; a strong
zariba of thorn bushes was constructed, over
two miles in circumference, surrounding a
patch of scrub; inside this entrenchments were
dug, palisades erected, and guns placed.
By April 7 the Sirdar had moved up to within
eight miles. That afternoon the whole force
left camp and made a night march under a full
moon which brought it to Mahmud's zariba at
dawn on April 8 (Good Friday). Three
brigades were drawn up in close formation,
each on a front of five hundred yards; Gatacre
on the left, Macdonald's Sudanese in the centre,
Maxwell's Sudanese on the right. The zariba
lay only six hundred yards in front of them.
One brigade guarded the transport; cavalry
spread out to the left
The battle was a spectacular little affair in
1 The Force consisted of Gatacre's Brigade of British
Infantry, Macdonald's Brigade of Sudanese, Maxwell's
Brigade of Sudanese, Lewis's Brigade of Egyptians, 8
squadrons under Broadwood, and 24 guns.